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Partly sunny: High 73, Low 59 
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Undercover plan 
targeted thefts 
in traffic stops 


By Margaret Kadifa 


The Houston patrol of- 
ficer spotted a motorist 
swerving down the road 
and quickly pulled the car 
over. As she asked the driv- 
er if he had been drinking, 
she could see an open duf- 
fel bag with 8 kilos of co- 
caine in clear plastic bags 
sitting next 
to him on 
the car seat. 

But in- 
stead of 
confiscat- 
ing the nar- 
cotics, of- 
ficer Julissa 
Guzman 
Diaz allegedly made a se- 
cret arrangement with a 
wrecker driver called to 
the scene. The two agreed 
to meet up later and split 
the cocaine. As Diaz took 
the motorist to check him 
in to a city sobering center, 
the wrecker drove off with 
the motorist’s car and the 
cocaine, authorities say. 

When she arrived at the 
center with the detained 
motorist, the officer was 
arrested by HPD internal 
affairs officers and charged 
with the third-degree felo- 
ny of tampering and fabri- 
cating evidence. 

Diaz, 37, had become 
the unwitting target of 
an elaborate HPD un- 
dercover sting operation, 
designed to catch an of- 
ficer suspected of stealing 
drugs from motorists she 
encountered, according to 
details of the case revealed 
during her court appear- 
ance Friday. 

Since Police Chief Art 
Acevedo took over HPD 
last December, Diaz was 
the second Houston officer 
arrested during an under- 
cover investigation con- 
ducted by the department. 
But the investigation that 
led to Diaz’s arrest was the 
first to specifically target 
an HPD officer under Ace- 
vedo, who has used both 
arrests as examples that 
HPD can be trusted to po- 
lice its own officers. 

“Ms. Diaz’s betrayal of 
the public trust and oath 

Sting continues on A16 


Diaz 


“Who are we?” 
“Stars and Stripes!” 
“Who are we?” 


yourselves.” 


“STARS AND STRIPES!” 

The sound bounced off the concrete 
walls and metal picnic tables on the sixth 
floor of the Harris County Jail. Four dozen 
men stood in formation, stiff and ready. 

“Thank you for the work that you’ve 
done for your country,” said Jennifer Her- 
ring, the director of re-entry programs for 
the Harris County Sheriff’s Office. “And 
thank you for the work you’ve done for 


Jail’s Stars and Stripes 
re-entry program helps 
those who served 


By Alyson Ward 


The jail dedicated a new wing Friday for 
its Stars and Stripes unit, a 60- to 90-day 
re-entry program for inmates who are mili- 
tary veterans. The men have backgrounds 
in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and 
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Raunda Lindsey, who works in the re-entry services program at the Harris County Jail, embraces David Ford III, a U.S. Army 
veteran, during Friday’s dedication ceremony for a new veterans wing. 


Coast Guard, but on Friday they all wore 
the same orange uniform. 
An inmate tank at the county jail may 


seem like an unlikely place to honor ex- 
service members on Veterans Day, but to 
these veterans, there was no better place to 
celebrate the sacrifices they've made — in 
the military and in this room. 

Stars and Stripes is one of the jail’s re- 


entry programs; it’s designed to give vet- 
erans the skills and mindset they need 
to leave jail and never come back. The in- 
mates volunteer to be separated from the 

Stars and Stripes continues on A16 


Mikhail Klimentyev / AFP / Getty Images 
President Donald Trump and Russia’s Vladimir 
Putin join other leaders before the APEC summit. 


At APEC forum, he 
vows to protect 
U.S. interests 


By Julie Hirschfeld Davis 
and Mark Landler 
NEW YORK TIMES 


DANANG, Vietnam — 
President Donald Trump 
on Friday vowed to protect 
U.S. interests against for- 
eign exploitation, preach- 
ing a starkly unilateralist 
approach to a group of 
leaders who once pinned 


their economic hopes ona 
regional trade pact led by 
the United States. 

“We are not going to let 
the United States be taken 
advantage of anymore,” 
Trump told business lead- 
ers at the Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation forum 
in Danang, Vietnam. “Iam 
always going to put Amer- 
ica first, the same way that 
I expect all of you in this 
room to put your countries 
first.” 

But taking the stage at 
the same meeting immedi- 


Trump pushes ‘America First’ trade message 


» Hefty U.S. trade gap 
not necessarily a sign of 
weakness.Page B2 


ately after Trump, Presi- 
dent Xi Jinping of China 
delivered a sharply con- 
trasting message, cham- 
pioning more robust en- 
gagement with the world. 
Xi used his own speech to 
make a spirited defense of 
globalization, saying re- 
lations among countries 
should be “more open, 

Trump continues on A15 


County begins razing flood-prone homes 


Highland Shores 
residence is first 
of many buyouts 


By Mihir Zaveri 


The backhoe clawed 
into Ronnie Pitkin’s home 
Friday on the banks of the 
San Jacinto River, turning 
the pastel yellow building 
where he'd lived for more 
than a decade into a pile of 


POLITICS 


GOP divided on Moore 


Alabama Senate candidate Roy 
Moore rejects pressure to drop his 
bid amid allegations he had sexual 
contact with a 14-year-old. PAGE A11 


broken wood and rubble. 
It didn’t matter that hed 
spent $20,000 to add a new 
bathroom a few months 
ago or redone the floors 
and bedrooms over the 
years. Nor did it matter 
that the Highland Shores 
home was where Pitkin 
raised four of his five chil- 
dren, swimming in the San 
Jacinto or driving ATVs in 
the natural surroundings. 
Pitkin and his family 
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Niger ambush 


Villagers say one of the four 
soldiers killed during an 
ambush in Niger may have 
been executed. PAGE A12 


won't go home again. 

On Friday, Harris Coun- 
ty demolished the home, 
the first in an escalating 
series of buyouts and de- 
molitions for flood-prone 
homes left in Hurricane 
Harvey’s wake. 

“A lot of hard work 
and sweat went into that 
house,” Pitkin, 68, said. 
“It was hard to watch it go 
down.” 

His home was among 


more than 200 flooded dur- 
ing Harvey that have been 
identified by the county for 
buyouts, an effort to chip 
away at decades of risky 
development in flood- 
prone areas. As many as 
180,000 homes and other 
structures sit in flood 
plains across the county. 
“People’s homes and a 
lot of time their memories 
and everything are de- 
Buyouts continues on A16 
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Godofredo A. Vasquez / Houston Chronicle 
A home in the 2600 block of Shorewick was the first 
to be demolished after being flooded in Harvey. 
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